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GRENFELL TOWER FIRE — LONDON 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [2.11 pm]: No-one could be unaware that on Wednesday, 
14 June, a social housing tower in North Kensington in London was the site of a horrific fire in which more than 
70 people lost their lives. On behalf of the government and the people of Western Australia, I send condolences to 
those who lost loved ones in this tragedy and to the people of London generally, who have been subject to several 
tragedies over the past few months. Members will be aware that one of the key factors in the spread of the fire that 
is being investigated is the aluminium composite cladding used to decorate the external facades of the building. 
The Housing Authority has used aluminium panels in some complexes. These panels are quite different from the 
aluminium composite materials used on the Grenfell Tower, and where they have been used, they have been 
approved by the relevant fire and safety authorities. I am advised that all new and refurbishment construction on 
Housing Authority properties complies with the Building Code of Australia. All new construction and 
refurbishments involving structural changes to buildings are overseen by certified assessors, and in the case of 
high-rise buildings, fire engineers are used for compliance certification. Further to this, any construction in areas 
deemed at risk of bushfires uses building materials and methods that comply with Australian Standards 3959, 
“Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas”. 
I have recently received a briefing from the Housing Authority on its progress in implementing the 
Auditor General’s recommendations regarding its management of electrical safety devices—smoke alarms and 
residual current devices. Although much progress has been made and the Housing Authority now has a robust 
system and inspection regime in place, this remains an ongoing challenge, particularly with access to properties 
for inspections. The safety of our tenants is my highest priority and the Housing Authority will continue to take 
whatever action is needed to address this, including legal action, where required, to enable inspections to take 
place. The Grenfell fire is a terrible reminder that we must be ever vigilant regarding safety and the tragic 
circumstances that can arise when systems fail and standards are not maintained. 
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